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10 km

York Region We’re partnering  
with York community  
to relocate an existing 
men’s shelter. 

PORTERPARTNERSHIP 
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43%  31% of male residents with high school  
education or lower. Average age is 39 years old.

of workers aged 25–65 years in 
York Region working in job some  
degree of precarity

Average 1 bedroom apartment rent: 

$1,170

YORKREGION

RELATION 
SHIP WITH 
CLIENT



10 km

M

Finch
Station

Don Mills
Station

M M

Porter Place 
Men’s Shelter

Existing shelter  
and service locations. 

PORTERPARTNERSHIP 



 |  Portal Partnership Concept – 02/25/2019 |  5  

How might we  
redesign an existing men’s 
shelter to increase accessibility 
to the community and quality 
of life for users?



WHY
MEN’S SHELTER?

age: 25 and 55—47.5%  

have greater incidences of  mental 
illness, addictions and disability 



Provide a home with 
long-term opportunities 
for residents to succeed 
on their own.

Vision



A safe and supportive 
homeless shelter with 
comprehensive programs 
and services to build a 
complete community.

Mission



 |  Portal Partnership Concept – 02/25/2019 |  9  

AFFORDABLE  
TRANSPORTATION
EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS
A COMMUNITY

ACCESS TO

CHALLENGES OF LOCATION
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Bus Stop

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of York
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Supermarket
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Secondary 
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Health Care Clinic

Yonge St

Aurora Public 
Library

Food Network Shelter

Porter Place
relocation map
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PHYSICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

SOCIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Life Skills
 Building

(Short & long term)

Work 
Opportunities
(Local buisnesses)

Access to 
a Community
(Health, Knowledge

and commute)

TECHNOLOGICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Shelter
(Personal space,
common area, 

kitchen...)

Public Space
(Harvest field, 

green area, 
fountain and 

court...) Coworking
Space
(Business 

partnerships, emer-
gency shelter)

Recreational
Activities

(Tv room, computer
room...)

Zero-carbon
objective

(Fountain, glass,
green roof, 

canadian well)

Digital Skill
Building
(Digital life 

training, E-books,
computers...)

IDEAL  
SHELTER  
DESIGN  
CRITERIA
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A MUTUAL  
COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT SHELTER. 



/ PROVIDE SAFE, 
PRIVATE SPACE
/ OPPPORTUNITIES 
(through programs)
/ ACCESIBILITY
(technology, health, 
support)
/ LONG & SHORT 
TERM SOLUTION

/ PERCEPTION
(Stigma reduction)
/ INVOLVEMENT
(Programs & support)

/ ACCESSIBILITY TO : 
- Health (Hospital)
- Knowledge (Library)
- Mobility (commutes)

/ DEVELOPING CAPITAL
(Human & Economic)

/ PREVENTING INSECURITY
(Feeling & Experience)

/ EMPLOYEMENT
/ FACILITY ACCESS
(services exchange)

/ PORGRAMS
/ SUPPORT 
EFFECTIVENESS

/ EARLY ACCESS TO 
TREATMENT
/ INCREASE MOBILITY
/ SUPPORT

/ ANSWER DIFFERENT 
NEEDS OF THE 
COMMUNITY
/ CLOSING THE GAP 
(between individual in the 
community)

/ PROGRAMS
/ MONEY IN
/ WORK 
(Opportunities)

/ SOCIAL & WORK INCLUSION
/ ACCESS TO FORMATION & OPPORTUNITIES 

NEIGHBORHOODHEALTH & COMMUTES

HOMELESS POPULATION

PORTER’S SHELTER

BUISNESSES & PARTNERS
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Porter Place
top view near site
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FLOOR PLAN 

 

PORTER PLACE SHELTER, 1ST FLOOR 

•	 1—FOYER/ENTRANCE
•	 2—STORAGE/INTAKE
•	 3—RECEPTION
•	 4—TV ROOM
•	 5—PROGRAM TRAINING ROOM
•	 6—KITCHEN
•	 7—DINING
•	 8—GAME ROOM
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FLOOR PLAN 

 

PORTER PLACE SHELTER, 2ND FLOOR 

•	 1—FOYER/ENTRANCE
•	 2—KITCHEN
•	 3—STORAGE
•	 4—BATHROOMS
•	 5—BEDROOMS
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ELEVATIONS

 

NORTH
EAST

SOUTH

CROSS SECTION
WEST
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SUSTAINABILITY FEATURES 

solar panels

fountain-rainwater collector green roof/green space

triple pane/sageglass bamboo flooring permeable concrete
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Tom McDonald
Age 45 years old
Status Single
Location Newmarket, ON.

BIO 
He doesn’t have any family member, his 
mother passed away couple months ago. 
He started to loose his friends when he 
started developing bipolar disorder signs. 

Age 34 years old
Status Single
Location Newmarket, ON.

BIO 
He has a physical disability caused by  
a car accident during his late twenties.  
His troubled life took a turn for the worse 
when his father died  and left him emotionally 
broken and led to his homelessness.

Age 60 years old
Status Single
Location Newmarket, ON.

BIO 
He was a construction worker, making 
enough money to pay the bill. However,  
he wasted all his income in abusing cocaine.  
He lost his home, his partner and his car  
and began couch-surfing. 

John JohnsonTom McDonald Roger McGill
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Step 1

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Find a site with access to essential 
services

(Ex.Transit, healthcare, sense of safety)

Community survey of required 
services in the area

(Survey of local businesses interested in social 
enterprise partnership)

Review results and consult city 
planners for best options

Establish partnerships with
 interested businesses

Build shelter / facilities in region

Building more outdoor communal 
space for the community

More space for community involvement
Weekend events

Larger partnerships and opportunities for 
homeless individuals

IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN



HOMELESS
NUMBER IN CANADA

> 150,000 canadians  
a year use a homeless shelter at 
some point.  
 
> 30,000 canadians  
are homeless on any given night.  
 
> 50,000 canadians  
are part of  the “hidden homeless” 
on any given night 
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